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The Indian Election Study

e Survey across 19 states and Delhi (representing 94% of
constituencies)

« Sample 200 parliamentary constituencies
« Sample size = 36,222

» Good predictive performance: BJP at 37% and Congress at
21%

 Tallored for insights on key issues of democracy, welfare and
citizenship



Media Diversification: Loss of Narrative
Control

“If the Congress wins, it will be because of Dhruv Rathee” Ram Nagar in Barabanki district,
Uttar Pradesh

“| stay far away from politics. | see and hear everything. If | speak, |
will have trouble.” Local Social Media Influencer, Mohanlalganj, Uttar Pradesh

« 58% of respondents agree that mainstream media only represents the views of
Prime Minister Modi and the BJP

* 62% of respondents report a news source other than newspaper or television

* 40% of respondents have some form of social media or peer-to-peer connectivity
as the primary source of news (compared to 45% for TVS)



Democratic Redlines

Do you believe the EVM electoral
process is fair?

* 62% say it is fair

« 22% say is is NOT fair

* 16% “can’t say” whether it is fair

« Strong correlation with support for
BJP

 Implication: Democratic redlines
for voters
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The Constitution in the realm of mass politics

“Dr. Ambedkar means everything to
us. We don’t think it’s too easy to

| change the Constitution, but we

| believe the BJP wants to change the
constitution.” Chakkipat, Agra, UP

“The constitution matters because
it protects us..... It gave us
reservations. Humein Samvidhaan
bachana hai (the Constitution must
be protected).” Mohanlaganj, UP




Techno-Patrimonialism

* Labharthi politics — Tangible
private goods via cash and DBT

* Category of A new “category”
of “beneficiary” —woman/
unemployed youth, types of
skills, age




Politics of attribution

> Direct link to beneficiary, repeated reminders of the “patron”
> Deification of leadership(Vishwas politics)

> Removes the intermediary, enables centralized personalized
leadership



Political Attribution

On Welfare Schemes

Who is most responsible for
delivering benefits to you?

Strong correlation with support
for BJP (51%)
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Narratives on Corruption and Voter Choice

* In the last five years, do you believe corruption has come
down? 43% said yes, strong correlation with voter choice:
61% (BJP)

* Do you have to pay a commission for DBT? 49% No; 32%
Yes

* |s the contractor no longer taking a cut? Yes 43%, No 35%

* Intermediaries matter (44%) including MP/MLA but as
agents of political leadership



Competitive Welfarism

The credit claiming, federal
bargain of the coalition era
vs direct attribution to
national government




Federal dynamic
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Does Political Attribution Shape Voter
Choice?

Political Attribution and Voter Choice: AP
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Does Political Attribution Shape Voter
Choice?

Political Attribution and Voter Choice: Odisha
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On Social citizenship

On individual rights vs duties
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